
~a new theatre manifesto~ 
By colleen scallen 

 
and here we declare that all theatre from this day forward shall be 
INCLUSIVE, INTERSECTIONAL, INNOVATIVE, INTENTIONAL, and IMPACTFUL. 
 
1) theatre shall above all be inclusive. of all identities, spanning sexualities, 
gender identities, races, religions, ethnicities, body types, abilities. of methods 
and experience levels.  
 
2) theatre shall be intersectional. it will interrogate, appreciate, and emulate 
how identities intersect with each other. 
 
3) theatre will be innovative. classics will be adapted and explored with 
inclusive casting. POC, womxn, trans, and queer playwrights will be prioritized, 
published, and performed.  
 
4) theatre will be intentional.  theatre pieces will be researched to have a 
theoretical and historical root—and those roots will be interrogated and 
adapted. it will address and harness the power of language. artists will 
discuss, address, and situate their pieces in the current historical and 
sociopolitical climate.  
 
5) theatre will be impactful. all artists involved will be paid a living wage, and 
their craft will be compensated and taken seriously as a profession. 
performances will be made accessible—financially, with sliding scale tickets 
and marketing to audiences of all backgrounds, and physically, with ADA 
compliant entrances and exits and seating, applicable content warnings, and 
available hearing devices and ASL signers.  
 
art does not exist in a vacuum.  
 
cishetero white men will no longer dominate the conversation.  
 
theory will be interrogated and discussed before being applied, not simply 
taken at face value.  
 
fat people, queer people, trans people, people of color will hold positions of 
power in theatre organizations.  
 
movement work will be utilized and explored in ways that are respectful to 
ability and physical capability.  
 
rehearsal processes will be silly, fun, hard, but safe. everyone involved in the 
production—actors, directors, designers, stage managers, stagehands, 
technicians— will have creative input.  
 
intimacy choreographers and protocols will always be employed and utilized.  

 

INCLUSIVE. INTERSECTIONAL. INNOVATIVE. INTENTIONAL. 
IMPACTFUL. feminist. sex worker positive. radical fat 
acceptance. bold. environmental. trans inclusive. 
black lives matter.  
 


